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communication skills, structured into three modules. These modules addressed eye 

contact, behavior shaping, communication in the absence of mands, commenting, and 

pairing. The objective of this program is to facilitate work with the client once these pre

communication skills are mastered. Upon mastering these skills, the client will be 

prepared to work on manding and other communication abilities seamlessly. This 

program is highly applicable for parents and other therapists, significantly enhancing 

their ability to work effectively with the child. Baseline data on the targeted skills were 

compared to the skills at the end of the third module. This program successfully 

supported and developed these skills, providing an ideal foundation for future work with 

the client. 

11. Response competition and extinction burst

Marion Palomino González, Ricardo Pellón Suárez de Puga, Gabriela E. López

Tolsa 

The extinction burst (EB) often occurs in problematic events at the social level in certain 

everyday moments and when implementing extinction-based treatments. While EBs 

are often presented as a normal effect that occurs early during the extinction process, 

research on the prevalence of the effect suggests more conservative estimates of 

prevalence. Despite being a widely accepted phenomenon, there is no unified 

definition, and it has recently been found that there is little evidence of the extinction 

burst. More specifically, there are no identified independent variables controlling the 

phenomenon and the existing theories that attempt to explain it are weak. Recent 

studies and theories (Temporally Weighted Matching Law) suggest that the 

competition between responses and the matching law could be at the basis of the basic 

processes that explain the phenomenon. However, these postulates need empirical 

evidence. ln the present project (BF Skinner 2023 Award winner), two experiments 

with 45 male na"ive Wistar rats are proposed. These experimental designs intenci to 

generate response competition that could influence the extinction burst phenomenon. 

The first of them under a concurrent schedule of reinforcement and the second of them 

under a chaining procedure. Due to the current scarce state of the subject, the results 

have a potential impact on the identification of the variables that control the 

phenomenon. 

12. The influence of an experimental mood-induction procedure

on categorization of emotional faces with the Implicit Relational 

Assessment Procedure (/RAP)

Miguel Rodriguez-Valverde, Salvador Reyes-Martín, Mónica Hernández-López 

Research with the Implicit Relational Assessment Procedure (IRAP) shows that 

arbitrary stimuli in an equivalence relation with happy faces are more easily 

categorized as happy than stimuli equivalent with negative emotional faces (anger, 

49 
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